
runningstart.org | development@runningstart.org

Running Start 2030:
A Grassroots Path to
Women's Leadership

Partnership Proposal 2026-2030



Running Start empowers young women from both sides of
the aisle to become dynamic leaders in politics and catalysts
for community transformation. We have ambitious plans to
grow our programs across the US.

We hope you will join us to create a sustainable pipeline for
young leaders across the country.

Be a key player in the development of budding
changemakers

Support our nationwide cohort of young leaders interning
for Members of Congress.
We will connect your team with top talent through our
programs and events.

High Profile Visibility for your Executives
Your executives will get high profile visibility and
recognition via speaking and mentoring events.

Give visibility for your commitment to young leaders
Thousands of emerging leaders, VIPs and
elected/government officials interact with our community
every year through various platforms.
We will work together to build a custom plan to promote
our partnership.

Support us in 2026
Invest in emerging talent across the country

$100,000 - $10,000
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Running Start is building the pipeline American
democracy needs: One million ambitious, competent
young women who will transform US politics in their

communities and in Congress.

The Opportunity

57x
94%
1 in 3
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The Problem and our Solution

100+
Educational institutions

reached worldwide in 2025 
Trainings hosted across

the US each year

50+
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The Expansion Plan

A Three-pronged Approach

“Participating in Running Start programs has 
enabled me to create a support network of rising women

leaders and gain insight from women who have
established themselves  in their fields.I have gained

valuable fundraising skills and the courage to trust that
my voice will be valued.”

Ruby Coleman
Consultant, Make All Votes Count DC 

Congressional Fellowship, Elect Her, Reykjavik Global Forum, & Next Step Alumna
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North Carolina Ohio Washington DCNew York

Your Investment, Measurable Impact 
Scaling Impact

Pilot : $2 million over years 1 and 2
Scaling: $5 million over years 3 through 5

What this looks like
Running Start in local communities, from high schools, to colleges, to
community groups, to partner organizations. This includes alumni-led
programming contextually tailored to reach young women where they are.
We will focus on four pilot states in 2026-27, and use results to build local
engagement across the country while maintaining connections to our
national network.

This work is already underway:

2025: Acquiring 1  Amendment 1  Vote
in NY State to train 150+ high school
girls a year

st st

2025: Creating a leadership program
with two HBCUs In Ohio

2026: Creating a NC state specific
Fellowship program with local colleges

2026: Bringing our high school training
to schools in our pilot states and
beyond
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Sustaining Excellence
We will continue to grow our national programs, while expanding
into local communities.

$3 million annually

Continue nationally recognized programs with proven results (Elect
Her, Congressional Fellowships, Next Step, High School and HBCU
Women’s Leadership Summit)

Maintain 94% alumni community engagement rate

75% of alumni come back for additional support throughout their
career

Support 10,000+ participants annually

Combined Impact
Every $300 invested means one young woman who knows she can
lead.

“As a Latina interested in politics, it was
difficult to imagine myself in important rooms

with decision making power. Running Start
empowered me to view myself as a leader in

politics. Learning from others while
acknowledging my own power in these

spaces allowed me to envision myself
running for office one day.”

Shania Hurtado
Policy Advisor, Harris County, TX 

High School Program & Reykjavik Global Forum alumna
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